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Nato's Nordic expansion is crucial for Poland says President
President Andrzej Duda, has called Nato's invitation to Sweden and Finland to join the bloc „a
historic decision”. President made the statement on Wednesday at a Nato summit in Madrid.
„We have managed to maintain unity,” Andrzej Duda said.

– The North Atlantic Alliance is united and is driven by solidarity”, he said. –
The green light for Sweden and Finland to join Nato is certainly a historic
moment from the point of view of the whole Alliance, he added.

Andrzej Duda said that Nato's invitation of the two Nordic countries was also very important for Poland.

– For us, for Poland, for our part of Europe and for the eastern ﬂank of Nato – it
is an absolutely fundamental decision, he said.

„Two very powerful states, with great histories, but also ones that possess very serious military capacities, Sweden
and Finland, countries of the Baltic Sea basin, will be accepted into the North Atlantic Alliance, which basically means
that the border of Nato's eastern ﬂank, the border of the ﬂank with Russia, will be extended by over 1,600
kilometres,” Andrzej Duda said.
According to the Polish president, „today, if Russia decided to attack Nato's eastern ﬂank, the danger to Russia from
Nato's defensive response is growing immensely, because more strong armies are joining the Alliance.
„For us, for Poles, for Poland's defence and security, it is very important news,” he added.
Andrzej Duda has welcomed Washington's „long–awaited” decision to establish the permanent headquarters of the
US Army's V Corps in Poland.

– This is the news and decision we have been waiting for for a long time,
which we have been striving for, Andrzej Duda said.

He added with the decision to place the V Corps command in Poland means that the US Army will establish a
permanent presence in Central Europe for the ﬁrst time.
„Undoubtedly, this is a fact that greatly strengthens our security, and is an additional guarantee in the present and
very diﬃcult situation,” Andrzej Duda said. (PAP)
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